‘Imagine a world without Filipinos
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UHAMMAD Al-Maghiali

became handicapped and e

derwn his Bower and gifie shop
basiness i Jeddah after hix Filiping workers
ersisted on leaving and reuming home, He
says: “When chey ldfe, 1 fdfo ay if | had lost my
armis | was o sad thas 1 lost my spperine,”

Al-Magheshi then flew o Manila 1o loak
for pwo other Filiping workers w repiace the
eoncs who had lefr, Previously, he had eried
workees of differen; narionalities bie they
did not impress him. “There is no compari-
son bersaen Filipinos and others.” he says.
Whenever | see Filipinos wodang in the
Kingdum, | wander whar our life would e
withour them.

daeli Arabia has the larpest number of
Filiping workers — 1,019,577 — oundde
thi Philippines. In 2006 alone, the Ki
recruited mare than 223,000 worderns from
the Philippines and their numbers are sill
increasing. Filipines not onfy play an impor-
tant and effective role in lhtg'ngdum. they
also perform different jubs in contrie
scross the weeld, including wodking 25 sail-
e, They ame kmown for cheir b
mm and che gualicy of their werk,

Mobody here can think of 2 T withour
Filipinos, whe make up around 20 percent
of the world’s seafurers. are 1.2 millson
Filipino safloss,

So if Filipinos docided one day 1o sop
warking or gor on strike for any rexson, whe

would eranspore oil, food and heavy equip-
mient across the workd? We can only imag-
ine the disaszer thar would happen.

What makes Filipinos unique is diels
abiliey to speak very good Eng'uh and the
techinical training they reccive in the eardy
stapes of thelr educarion. There are several
specialized  training instituzes  in  che
Philippines, induding those specializing in
engincering and moed  muainenance: This
tmaining hackground rmakes them  highly
compesent in these vital areas.

We have to remember that we
are very much dependent on the
Filipinos around us. We could die a

slow death if they chose to leave us.

When speaking abour the Phiippines, we
should nort forger Filipino nurses. They are
some 23 percencof the wordd’s ol number
of numses. The Philippines is hame w over
190 aconeclied nursing colleges and ined-
rutex, from which some 9,000 nuees pradu-
are ench year. Many of them worls abmad in
countries such as the US, the UK, Saudi
Arbia, the United Arab Ermirares, Kuwair
and Singapore.

Cathy Ann, a4 35-vear-old Rilipino nuse
who has been warking in e Kingdom for
thie Lasr five vesins arsd before thar i .
said she doos nor feed homesick shroad

besause "1 am sumrounded by my comparrions
everywhere” Ann thinks thar eardy training
allowes Fifipinas oo owmed in nursing and odier
voations She sarmed leaming this profesion
ar thiz age of four as her aunt, 3 pure, wed 1o
takee her o hospital and ask her oo warch the
work. * She wsed o kiss me whenever | bearnied
a new thing, At the age of 11 Loould do a Jot.
| began daing things like mesuring my
5 blood prasre and giving my
mcther her inslin injections” e mid.

This type of early education svsrem i
Gicking in che Kingdom. Many of our chil-
dicn reach the unbenin smge withour
leaming amyahing except bosednm,

The Philippines, which you can basety see
on the map, & 3 very efecrive couney
danks m in peopde. Ir har the abdiy o
infleence the engine workd CCEITITHY.

We should pay respect o Piliping work-
ers. nat only by emploving ehem bug also by
learning fiom their valuable experiences.

Wi should learn arxd edducace nur children
on how 16 operie and maintain ships and
oil tankers, a5 well = planning and nursing
and hew o achieve perfection inour worlk,
Thiz & 2 must so that we do not beeome like
Muohammad Al-Maghrabl who Jost his
Bt rest and appetite when Filipino worken
kfi his flower shap,

Wi have 1o remember thar we are very
rich dependent on the Filipinas amund
us. W could die a dow death if they chose
B becywes LUK,
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